
What Is The Book Of Revelation About?

Our congregation recently began an in-depth study of the Book of Revela-
tion.  By far, the most prominent way to interpret the book is called the Fu-
turist method.  This method postulates that the book has not yet been ful-
filled.  From this method, many different beliefs have arisen, including the 
belief titled, “Premillennialism.”

Premillennialism states that there will be a rapture, followed by a period of 
tribulation, led by the Antichrist, which will culminate in the battle of Arma-
geddon.  After Christ is victorious in this battle, He will establish His kingdom 
on earth and reign for 1,000 years.  This method is the basis for the popular 
“Left Behind” series of books and movies by Tim LaHaye.

The reason why this interpretation cannot be true is threefold.  First, Revela-
tion was “signified” to John (1:1).  This means the revelation was done with 
vivid signs and visions.  In short, the material was meant to be taken sym-
bolically, not literally.  Second, the events in Revelation were to “shortly 
come to pass” (1:1).  They were never intended to portray a series of events 
at least 2,000 years in the future.  To force this on the book is to commit 
gross error and foster false teaching.  Third, to say that Revelation was not 
intended for an audience until many centuries were past would have been of 
small comfort to the churches of Asia Minor (2:1-3:22).

Revelation can be understood!  It can be one of the most meaningful books 
of the New Testament in any time of spiritual conflict between good and evil.
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