Will There Be A Bodily Resurrection?

There are some who believe that the resurrection taught in the New
Testament has already passed. They teach that the resurrection took place
in A.D. 70. They suggest that the resurrection is not literal, but spiritual.
They say that the resurrection does not have anything to do with the human
body; instead, it refers to a resurrection of the Christian system from the
persecution inflicted by the Jews between A.D. 30 and 70. Said another way,
it is simply the birth of the Christian faith out of Judaism. They believe that
the physical body is discarded forever at death, and an individual receives a
spiritual body in which he will dwell immediately and eternally in heaven.
This spiritual body is a “new creation,” so no physical body is resurrected
from a grave.

However, this doctrine runs contrary to the teaching of Jesus. He said,
"Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in the
graves shall hear his voice, And shall come forth; they that have done good,
unto the resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the
resurrection of damnation” (John 5:28-30). Does that sound like a physical
resurrection to you? It does to me! The Lord said again, "I will raise him up
at the last day” (John 6:40). Also, in 1 Corinthians 15, Paul wrote the
Corinthians to assure them of a literal, bodily resurrection from the dead
(vss. 15:3-4, 20-24, 35, 50-53).

The seriousness of this false doctrine is seen in the case of two men in the
New Testament. Paul wrote, "And their word will eat as doth a canker: of
whom is Hymenaeus and Philetus; Who concerning the truth have erred,
saying that the resurrection is past already,; and overthrow the faith of
some” (2 Timothy 2:17-18). Believing that the resurrection was spiritual and
occurred in A.D. 70, and that there is no bodily resurrection at the end of
time will destroy a Christian’s faith. Paul furthermore wrote, "“If in this life
only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men most miserable. But now is
Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of them that slept. For
since by man came death, by man came also the resurrection of the
dead” (1 Corinthians 15:19-21). Beware!
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